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Pravda (14 Sept. 1988) by Yu. Barulina, who wqus in the ZIL car
factory and is a Hero of Socialist Labour. Again, th§ san)c com-
plaints: in her capacity as vice-chairman of the Soviet .\X omensf
Committee, and in her own exper.icrjce, she sees CV.ldCI?CC o
unhealthy conditions, “close to 312 million women worl.( in cnrcum(;
stances contrary to the laws on labour protection, a'mld dust an ‘
bad air, with excessive noise and vibmuo_n”. \‘(.{omcn. in storc‘rcioms
carry excessively heavy weights. Machinery is ‘c‘iesxgncd with no
attention to the women who have to operate it. 1 know.' that I am
speaking of what we all long have known. B\:t.\\'cyfx'ercf sxlcrmt for 50
long, pretending that these problems did not exist. As (z{r \?‘omfcfn in
villages, they “work from dawn to dusk, w1thout. days o (l)r
holidays, often deprived of the most elcmcntz.xry amenities or quali
fied medical help”. In towns, too, the legal rights even of pregnant
‘omen are ignored. .
“O;]:?m.lrkible article in Ogonyok (No: 33, 1988), by A.ndrm
Popov, a doctor, tackles the issu.c of abor'tlon: he cites an.cstxmate
that in the USSR there are 8 million abortions annuall)r, 25 percent
of the world’s estimated total, “6—10 times higber than in C'lcvelohpcg
capitalist countries”. But the real ﬁgl_nrcs are hx.ghcr still, since the 1
million mentioned excludes abortions outside of the hqspxta
system; the real total could be 50 percent or even _100 percent higher.
“.Taking into account the unhospitalized at?ort\on,. every y;ar not
every tenth but every fifth woman of chxldbe;}rmg age ;as an
abortion.” Furthermore, the methods are crL}de, in many instances
without anaesthetic. Popov reminds us that in 1936 a law forbade
abortions and in effect contraceptives bccam.e unobtm.nable. Ahor;
tions were legalized in 1956, but contraceptives remain scarce anc
inefficient. So “abortions are the basic method (?f fan.nly planning in
our country, and in this respect our country is unique even on a
' scale.
“0}:’3]:1&?1“\ ,]hcrc is a sad letter, featured on page one of Pravda, 14
August 1988:

My name is Loskutova Galina Syiridovna, born 1947, SL“\.UKM‘].‘:\’} tv;}};-
nical education, machine-minder working.on punu:v‘»cq‘m;*r‘-.~ nt }..u".lA \,‘
Troitsk power station. Three-shift \\'ork,'wnb a mobile l?‘t]i \ -“‘- ’ u“r. n
years of such work has ruined my digestive organs, 1 sulier In

¢ : | Y
insomnia. The children have grown up without me, as their mother 15

3 1 ! - nartiment '!._;
either at work or asleep after the night shift. 1 have no apartment, i

with my parents, I have no husband. 1 cannot now leave the pf:\'c.'
S, pow
station—my health does not allow heavy wark, and for light work there
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fiquidated in our country™, N

shops for my 12-year-old daughter, and I myself wear men’s shoes I
bought for 12 roubles. Food? 1 am saved by my garden-allotment and by
the fact that my father derives advantages from being a war-veteran.
Clothes? I sew my own, make-do-and-mend old garments, knit. Mani-
cure and hairdressers are beyond reach. Leisure? Laundry, cleaning,
cooking, washing-up, repairs to the apartment.  have never been to a rest
home. We have a leisure centre at work, but it is inconvenient for women
who are shift-workers and have families.

So it would be wrong to call me a woman, though I am not a man
either. Lads who started work after me have long ago been promoted,
have become senior machine-minders, even if they were drunkards or had
other such qualities. No one takes notice of women, no one promotes
them.

I fear for my daughter. Is she too to suffer rudeness in shops, foul
language in the street, coarseness in the hospital, and as for the abortion
clinic. . . .Itis hard to be a beast of burden at the factory and at home. So
do something, so that at least our daughters will be women and mothers,
and not machine-minders and tractor drivers.

Then—health. Evidence as to the unsatisfactory conditions was
available before glasnost’, and was effectively used by such Western
observers as Murray Feshbach and Christopher Davis. As in the case
of much else that had gone wrong, what was lacking was a clear
statement of the situation as a whole. Death rates had risen,
expectancy of life fallen. Why? The appointment of a new and
energetic minister, E. Chazov, signaled a new approach. He and
others wrote a whole series of articles in 198688 drawing attention
to the neglect and poor conditions of the health service. This was
frankly referred to at the 27th Party Congress (in March 1986).
Again, the most expedient way of showing the full effects of
glasnost’ is to cite Chazov’s speech to the Party Conference, reported
in Pravda (30 June 1988): “We were proud of our system of health
care. Yet we were silent about the fact that in infant mortality we
were fiftieth in the world, below Mauretania and Barbados. We
were proud that we had more doctors and hospitals than in any
other country, but were silent about the fact that in life expectancy
we occupy the 32nd place in the world. . . . In Uzbekistan millions of
oubles were diverted and stolen, while 46% of hospitals were in
ildings without the most elementary sanitary-hygienic con-

3
'

ditions.” In Kazakhstan the then Party leadership spoke of “happi-
ness and vast creativity™, but there were over 60,000 stricken with

vherculosis, a “discase which we have too hastily declared to be

o, Charov insisted, the facts have not
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tions were adopted, but then came the reply: “Yes, you are right, but
today there are other more urgent state interests, and so it is neces-
sary to wait. We waited. And inherited today a most grave [tyazbel-
eishuyu) situation in health care, which will need more than one
quinquennium to correct.” He demanded a large, much-needed
increase in funding. So serious has been the underfunding that,
according to his calculations, the share of gross national yroduct
devoted to health puts the USSR ) of the seventi

136 countrics of the world. He urged a sharp increase in imports

O ———
of medical drugs. There is a grave shortage still of essential equip-

ment, such as operating tables. Furthermore, because of poor
hygiene in the meat and dairy industries and lack of pure water, -
«1,700,000 people every year i our country suffer from acute intest-
inal disease”. One can hardly be franker and more open than that!
A series of decrees and decisions are intended to improve the
educational system. In this connection the press has printed many
criticisms of old-fashioned teaching methods, the discouragement of
initiative and originality among both teachers and pupils, as well as
the poor pay of the teaching profession. One delegate to the 19th
Party Conference, a woman named O. Zakharova, from Yakutsk,
mentioned, as an important obstacle to perestroika, “the absence of
independent thought. For decades we were taught in school, in the
Komsomol, at work, to live by the principle of blind obedience to the
administrative and superior organs, to ‘know your place’, and ‘not
to wash dirty linen in public’.”
Again, the speech of the minister, Yagodir

1, to this conference

summarizes past errors and omissions with the openness that
characterised most of the speeches: “In our country half the schools
have no central heating, running water or drains. A quarter of alt
schoolchildren use the school in two shifts, some in three. ... It
respect to the number of students [in higher education], per 10,004
inhabitants we have in the past ten years slid down from 9th place &
the 23rd. Why?”* Shortage of money is one reason. Also a prolongss
“undervaluation of intellectual labour ..., formalism, chasing
ges, authoritarian methods of teaching and uphty

her countries, the USSR faces the pro®!

become skilled workers, §
:

after percenta
ing”. In common with ot
of training the nonacademic stream to
«“We must not send [to such training
In a socialist country, 15 th

craftsmen: ; schools] pes

cal no-goods, deprived children.

vay to recruit the new members of the working class? This is wi

we must stop this! [applause].” Yagodin explaingd g

d 10 abandon the history examination “bcr b
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on this id i j
Lnkind n;gl(;)ngllc:;l subject”. Next year the subject will be restored
al-language 5t i :
S e F (Citgd ng question, he agrccd with the Ukrainian
e " E ove) that the national language should be
s bs tlol ussian, that textbooks on all subjects should be
o ot; anguages, that each nation’s history, culture, and
age must be properly taugl i ’ i
| aught and studied. “There i
1m§)ortant problem today than this.” icfe 4
upporti 4 :
41 ;rp ing Chazov, he stated that 53 percent of pupil -
ully fit, and there should be p iti i ot e
i i : e more opportunities for physical culture
il de y asking that education be “liberated”, that teache .
we i :
s ed to experiment. Each school should ha:'c "rs
elected by secret ballot, with some i i
S o ot some representatives of senior pupils
PR [crprlsss, vw;h power to dismiss or prevent dismissal of
admaster and teachers, and ‘
2 to regulate the school’
A s : ;s gulate the school’s budget
g ark is appropriate. Th i Par
‘ ' ate. The Soviet media :
= Aok edia and the Party
<2 it chr;};s@ or uncovcred many problems, social and po]itic-ﬂ)
seb e > hls ]n;]ost cgrta!nly not alone in having such problcn‘]s'
i (hci ealth service is a hot issue in Great Britain, and hcr;
S are co;}nplamts of shortage of textbooks, which ’C”mnot bz
3 me as they are needed at sc ‘ ]
at school. Or to take j
1 b : . o take another subject
o ﬁw;r Ch']dt, too, have parents who push for special admnm]gce
st Nx( r(cil, we, too, have a variety of partly hidden businm;
. Nor do we 2 i ;
e ;VL all have proper democratic procedures in
S0y (7171] lcs.l 91:88‘1)ct, on the very day I am writing these lines, The
tmes (22 July reports from Atl i Cat
| : anta, Geo hat «
g ey S e , Georgia, that “the man
sian television just managed to k i L
o anaged to keep a straight face as
«plained to the Moscow eveni o i e
. v evening news that stage i
i : at stage-managed unity
g of any dissent at this erican | ic
et y this American [Democratic]
:Lisnost’ has given us i
o 's g,nufn us, and, more important, the Soviet people, a
i .' > \ » » » y s > 1 : ) i )
cr view of what is wrong with their society, w} &
¢ht by the Gorbachev “revolution” (it i i Lok
Re b 27 08 achev revolution” (it is he who frequently
word). A recognition of the negative aspects of reality is
no guarantee th: y Wi i Grer, &
g '5‘3 irantee that they will be put right. It is, however, a
on for making the attempt. ’ £
5 1
chapter w .;s completed, I noticed in Argumenty i fakty
¥ - : ' 3 O X el 5
+ an article by V. Pavlyuchenko which gave details of
arie laries. ” ] i |
S .\..h-fu\ Thus the first secretary of the Belo-
fp ; ;u';l \,IH(! roubles a month, the second secretary
sikom (district) secretary 340, a party “instructor” 270
o1 200 { The ave i fak - ch
{rural). The average income of a kolkhoz chairman in
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