1O DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWIA 244

Fromm the Private Secretary 14 June 1988

PRIME MINISTER'S MEETING WITH IDA NUDEL

The Prime Minister met Ida Nudel (with a cast of
thousands) this afternoon. Their discussisn was mostly
concerned with Mr. Gorbachev's reforms in the Soviet Union and
the prospects. Mrs. Mudel was pesszimistic: Russians wera
extraordinarly conservative people and would be alarmed by the
disruption caused by the greater freedom of expression which
was gradually being permitted, as well as the effects of
economic reform on their jobs and livelihoods. She also said
that this conservative backlash was already being manifested
in a new wave of anti-Semitism and a resurgence of nationalism
among the wvarious ethnic groups within the Soviet Unien,

ALt the end of the mesting Mrs. Nudel handed over the
enclosed details of the case of Leonid Lubman which she asked
the Prime Minister to lock into. I should be grateful for

advice on this point.
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C. D. POWELL

Lyn Parker, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office




LECHID LUBHAM.

wag born on the 5th of March 18936 In Leningrad.
In =l } began schcol, and ended his studies In 18=4.
Hetween the wegrs 1854-57 he served In the red &army, and
from there went to work Iin industry Band research
connected to Lthe army. AL the same time he
continued his studles part time in the fleld of
#lectronics, which he finiaked with hig B.A. ielectronics)
Following thisa he went on and completed his HM.A.1n
gaclolagy, and found work in planning and development of
Induatry, and sutomation In particular.
fm 1877 he decided to emlgrate to lsrael after having
reclieved the necessary invitation. The declalon came out
of & growing awarness of the problemz Iinherent In the
soviet reality. In the end, all of the above and the

presence of & Hebrew Grammar text served to accuse him of

being in centact with & forliegn intelllgence service. In

order to emigrate he had, some years before, resigned from
his post in thae military Industry; and teken work
bul lding the department for planning and organizZing
MATPOWET .

There the followling occured:

One of his fTellow workers, Kogan, Algo decided to
emigrate to larael. The general mesting of the local

branch of the Farty had to relate Lo the request. The




fivgt speaker was the local SECT
antigenitic language, both {in referring to lareel
Kogan perscnally. He asccused him of treason, and
him -"an enemy o e pRoapla”. Fol lowing him, Leonld asked
far t he loar, He addrecsed his Tellow workers with the
truth =about Jewish immigration. He accugsed the Secretary
in turm of being an antisemite. He cliaimed that Jewish
immigration to lsrael was not treason, ag 1t broke no law in
the Soviegt congtitution. Furthermore, he claimed that the
secretary had ne moral right to continue in hRisa present
function, &as by his ections he blackened the reputation of
the saviet system.

This led to the first intervention in Leonids life by
the K.G.B. - as the protocol of the same general meetling was
in turn passed on to thelr offlces.

Leonid wvas intereated in B Wide epectrum of

gctivities. He dlisagreed with the policieszs of the party,

and 1in fact was totally independant. He resad &lot, and
publ iahed &8 few artiales In the professional I1teratura.
During the same period he completed two booksz, "The
Economie problems of the U.S.5.R." and "Who is Who?". In
these he described the scviet Elite, with all 1ts problems,
portrayed all ita ecorruption, and suggested brave and
daring tools for changing soviet "paradise™. All In all,
he Wwrote = faw hundred pages - and because there wes no

possibility of publishing them In the U.5.5.H. he decided

i Lhe West. He tried L IMTErest in




particular the popular workers y ermany BT
organization of Ruasian sxpatricts - f frienda that
:iIIIInIEr“E-tF'-.": beara Fim. This organlzation appealad L s
Meg.Gabriell]l of ltaly, Ban expert inm

&t the time Iin & saminar &t l.-.'.-r:in;_':rn.r]. She wag agket
meEat Leanid, and take copies of hls writings. He gave

the works, but when she went to leave the country the
algned papers were confiscated by the authorities at the
border. Hs. Gabrielli was allowed to leave, but later
TASS published an article Bacusing her of attempted
emuggling of secretl documents on behali of Lubman. These
contalned his recommendatlons for the undermining o the
soviet government by wavy of spving, saboteage, &nNnd mAaSS
propagands. I : saamed that the K.G.B. gecided to m@make
this into a "spy trial™ only long after the event. Ma.
Gabrlelll had been allowed to leave - A mast unusual event -

and at the same time the K.G.B. had been preoccupled with

the trial of Scharangky.

On tha ??FEJIE?? Leanld Lubman was arrested, and taken

te the K.G.B.'s headquarters in Leningrad in Veyenov 5t.

where he apent the next eight months. At the end of this
perlod he was glven a secret triel of a few dawvs in the
local ocourts. This was not & true trial, but rather a
farce bearing no relation to the carriage of justice. The
hall wBs &ll of 45-50 =qu, meters, outside and in
gurrounded by armed guards. During the trial a8 propagandsa

Tilm was teken, anid the lacal journatiiste were busy




throughout. Relatives and frilends of Leonlid; Including h
Matkear and Father, were forblidden fraom attending. Onl
the iast day of the irial, for the readlng aof the eentence,
were the parents admlitted. This was a show trial: run nol
acocording to t e | B of the land, but athel to the
gocenario wirlitten ahead of Lime by the E.G.B. The "defence®
didn't deftend, he was himself 8 K.G.BH. employee, and by no
mEEns Leonlid's representative. Leonid was left alone to
fmce the might and power of the Institutions ranged agalnat
him, He refuzed to plesd guilty. The accused him wunder
pare.Bd/a of the soviet legal code = treascon agalnat the
maotherland, contact with the C.1.A., Bnd contact with the
popular warkers union. He was alac eccused of betraying
state gecrets, This "spy trial™ was entirely the oreation of
the K.G.B. under the direction of Rebchuk. (deputy director
of investigatlons In Leningrad)

This thenm 18 yet another example of the U.5.5.H.

breaking international agreements on the sublject af Human

Rights, nnd‘nf course the Helsinkl Agreements.

At the bBeglinning of hils investigation, Lubman wWas
accuzed under para. 70/a - an accusatiom of agltetiom and
Propaganda againat the saoviet authorities. During the
investigation the K.G.E. wanted Eo "hreak"™ Leanid, mnd
turn hims intoc & collaborater. Rebchuk told him, "A trial
ig ifike & masquerade party - everything will be organized
exact ]y the way we wWant it to be®, The director of the

prison, Grischen, told him that his trial was golng to ke &




totel cantrol of
termined dpon a "Spy Triel" in order
throughout the Investigation Lhey
worked . Lecnid threatz, B proces= that scontinued
elght moanths. Aboiat this Rebchul gald, "We keep the
priseners 8-8 months..... and they all break eventually."
Lubmen was told repeatedly that his Hother had died - then
B lie, and that {f and when he was s2nt to the prison camp
the ather priganers would probably kill him for being
jewiah, He Wi 8 &lso threatened with litetime
incerceration, and internment in &8 psychiatric hospltal
{where he would "meet his death®l. There were alsno
concrete offers:"Inform on Edward Kozniezov Iin the prison

camp and you'"li get omly one year. "fccept a charge of a
lesa@r crime, Bnd recelive a far easier sentence®. All  the
ebove notwithstanding Leonid refused te co-opermte with the
suthoritie=s: and become &8 "rat™. All the decliglong of the
court then were based entirely on information mede up by,

and emt the arder of, Rebehulk. In his final statement at

the trim], Lubman spoke of the zlienist dream: He clalmed

cltizenshlp of the State of lsrael, and denied the right of

the Judge to try him. Hism final words were: Shalom (peace),
and "Next year in Jerusalem!"™

He was gentenced to 13 years In & prison camp, under
gatringent conditions, and wAas sent to Mordowvia, b the
vwillage of Lesnavel. There he remained until 1R 78. o

there he waa moved to camps for politieal p J in Perm,




conditions were even harsher. To thls day Lubmar

pposes he: crueity of the adlreciors
prison s o on several atca=lans
hunger 2 o Each time the reaction the directors
sgme, Leconid i= sent to isoclatfom. His health has suflered
terriblwv. After the move from Mordovia to FPerm he 3ent &
iettar e hiw parents, asaving that they could come Bind
him faor three daya. With great difflculty his
g

in fact made 1t to the place, and there they were

greeted with the news that "just a few houre beforse™ he had

been mowved to ancther camp some Z0 km. BRY . They made

there WY there, and after miiech time and effort they wWere
rewarded with B meeting with thelr sen. The food that they
brought with them for him vwas wvasted, as Leonid had been
trested before the wisit speciflcally to deny him this

luxury.




