10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWIA 284

From the Private Secretary 5 March 1987

Thank you for your letter of 11 Pebruary to the Prime
Minister about your forthcoming wvisit to Moscow with othar
Parliamentary wives. I understand that you have already
discussed your plans with Mr Renton and that the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office are in touch with our Embassy in Moscow
abont arrangements.

I understand also that youo have not yet received Goviet
visas, but that the Foreign and Commonwealth Office have
spoken to the Soviet Embassy in support of your application.
The Prime Minister hopes that you will be granted your visas
and wishes me to convey to you her best wishes for the success
of your visit. GShe feels very strongly about the denial by
the Seviet aunthorities of exit visas to the thousands of
Jewish citizens whe, like those you mention, have been waliting
for many years to emigrate. She is aware that, despite some
recent encouraging developments such as the release of 140
Soviet priscners of conscience, including Icsif Begun, there
has been little progress owverall; and she has noted the cases
you mention. She will certainly take the opportunity of her
visit to Moscow this month to make her concern on behalf of
Jewish refuseniks known.

You also mentioned Victor Faemark, whose American wife,
Andrea Wine, ig currently living and working in the UK. The
Foreign and Commonwealth Office are in regular contact with
her and she called on our Consul in Moscow during a recent
vigit to her husband, when she was also able to see some
senior Soviet officials. We have made it clear to the
Russians that we have agreed that Mr Faemark may join his wife
here, and we very much hope that he will soon be permitted to

leave.

As you can imagine, we have had an enormous number of
reguests from organisations, particularly those with an
interest in the fate of Jewish refuseniks, to see the Prime
Minister before her visit to Moscow. Eince she cannot
possibly see them all, we have asked everyone to put their




giews in writing instead, and several have already done so. 1

.m::uw that the Prime Minister would be very grateful if you
were able to let her have a note of your group's visit. You
know what a close interest she takes in this whole issue -
which will be very much at the forefront of her mind when she
visits Moscow - and in your work.

C D POWELL

Mrs. Susan Dykes




Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London 5W1A 2AH

4 March 19287

Letter to the Prime Minister from Mrs S5usan Dvkes

Thank you for vyour letter of 12 February encleosing one
to the Prime Minister from Mrs Susan Dyvkes, the Chairman
of Parliamentary Wives for the Releaszse of Soviet Jewry,
about her forthcoming wvisit, with other wives, to the
Soviet Union.

The group's departure date is 6 March, so a reply
if it is to reach them should issue now. We held up
advising on a reply pending some advice from our Embassy
in Moescow and while awaiting news of the group's vismas.
Thege have yvet to be granted. We have kept in cloze
contact with Mra Dykes, who called with her husband,
Hugh Dykes MP (who will be travelling with the greup| and
other wives on Mr Renton on 18 February. We have alsoc put
down & marker with the Soviet Embassy about the cutstanding
visas: the recent Scviet decision to withold vizas from
members of the All Party Committee for Soviet Jewry is
not an encouraging precedent. We understand thast the
Soviet Ambaszszador has offered to see the wives after their
return from Moscow; but that is no guarantee that the
vigzas will be forthcoming.

Sir Geolffrey Howe does not think it necessary for
the Prime Minister to see the group on their return.
We have offered alternative language on this point,
depending on whether the Prime Minister wants to and can
find time.

Andrea Wine, the wife of Victor Paemark, is an
American only temporarily resident in the UK and the
U5 1is also pressing hard on her behalf. She visited
Moscow over Christmas and besides our Consul , was able to
see Kashlew, the Head of the MFA Humanitarian and
Cultural Affairs Department, and Gerasimov, Head of the
Information Department. Ms Wine told us that she felt
reasonably optimistic after these meetings.

\
(

arker)
Private Secretary

- D Powell Esg
PE/1D Downing Street
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She will certainly take the opportunity of har visit

to Moscow this= month te make her concern on behalf

fof




of Jeawish refuseniks Known.

You also mentioned Victor Pasmark, whose American
wWwife, Andrea Wine, is currently living apd working in
the UK. The Foreign and Commonwealth Office are in
regular contact with her and she called on our Consul
in Moscow during a recent wisit to her husband, when
she was alsgo able to =zee some senior ﬁﬂ?iet afficials.
We have made 1t élear to the Hussiaﬁé that we have
agreed that Mr Faemark may join his hjjp nere, and we

very much hope that he will soon be'permlttcd ko leave.

[Unfortunately the Prime Minister's busy schedule”in
advance of her visit to Moscow medns that gi® will not
be able to meet with vyou after w t she woul

be wvery grateful to recelve Yo

[In view of her clog interestfin these matters, the

Prime Minister~would welcome an opportumity to hear
WOUE imqﬁﬁé%jnn5 of your visif. Perhaps vou would

- |

J
Cuntgtf me atrter Your Iuturnftu arrafge a time for

you to call on her.]




aenclose

{ 2
Rla Ik

susan Dvkes,

(C. D. POWELL)

EokentBdddshBwqg. Eaqg. ,
Foraign and Commonwealth Office.
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