Februaryr 22, 1987

The Prime Minister

Mra. Margaret Thatcher
10 Downing Street

Londor SWiL 284, Fngland

Daar Madame Prime Miniater:

four letter of January 23 which was handed to me personally by your
ambagsador 4t his home in Ramat Gan serves as noble end ongoing testimomy
to your concern and activity on behalf of my sister, Ide Nudel.
Unfartunately, while T deeply appreciate the efforts of your Minister of
State at the Foreipgm Office, Mr. Tim Renton, in plesding Ida's case with
hia Soriet counterparts during his recent visit to Moscow, T am now, more
then ever, convinced that only you, persomally, stand s chance of
recelving a satlalfactory response.

Intieipating your upcoming vislt to Moscow, and lmowing how much you want
to help achieve Tda's freedom, sllow me to share witk you my apprehension
that the Soviet leaders will, once mgain, try to further prolong this
terrible atrupgle by claiming "state security ressons releted to previoua
employmant,"

I beg you, Madame Prime Minister, not to let them make this claim again
without your offering a convincing resconse to this ridiculous charge.
The facts related to this case are as follows.

liever durlng her years of employment ag an sconomist, before or after she
wig dismlssed from her job in 1971 for having spplisd to emigrate, has my
sister been in possesaion of any state secretz. In 1974, when this reason
wes officlally glven har for the ongoing refussl, Tda perscnally visited
the DMrector of Parsonnal at the institute in Moscow where she had worked,
He said to her that no inquiry had ever been made of him regerding the
nature of her employment. and ha reaffirmed that she hed not, indeed, had
any access to atate sscrets. This had obviously besn fabricated by
outalde KGH sources intent on retribution for Ida's humanitarisn support
of Jews in jails, work campe, and sxile serving sentances for their wish
0 emiprate to Israal.

Furtharmore, the Soviet suthorities have themsalves acknowledged that the
time frame for thia refusal on prounds of "state interestsa® contirmed only
until Janusry 1977." In 1980, the then Soviet Ambassador to Canada
Mlewander ¥nooviev, acknowledged this to a group of Canadian
parlisgentariana and further stated that the only thing then kolding back
Ida's emigration viss was the fack that sho was currently serving s four-
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year sentence of internal exile in Siberia.

You are weall avare, Madame Prime Minlster, that over the years, many
paraons of consequence have made repressntations to the Bovlet leaderas on
Ida'a bahalf. TIneredibly, sccording teo the reports I have recslved about
guch meetings; none of them seem to have had either the strength of
conviction, character or perhaps the fsots of the cape in theae
confrontations to refute the Totally wnscceptable and insulting response
of "state security." What could my sister possibly lmow that would
conatitute a danger to that great country 1f she were allowed to emigrata?
And after 16 years, this elalm becomes progressively more ridieulous by
the day.

Thia has, of ocurse, been & source of ineressing frustration and pain for
ma and Ida. Iast wesk, this frustration overcams me and foreed me o
place a phona call from Rehovet, here in JTarmal, directly to Mr. Genadie
Gerasimov in his cffice at the Foreign Ministry in Moscow.

Surprisingly, Mr. Gerasimov himself spoke with me for over 15 minutea on
Thuraday and gave me the opportunity of relating all of the above and to
shara with him my conviction that a terrible bureaueratic error had
sacalated into unbelievehle proportions. He agreed that I eall him again
within a week, so that he may have the opportunity of diacunaaing thia
possibility with his collesgue, the Hesed of the Interior Ministry - Ovir,
Mr. Euznetsov.

Armed wlth the above loformation, I pray you will soon be able to effect a
positive conclusion to this tragedy, as the opportunity will certainly
present itsslf during you upcoming talks in Moscow.

Tours respactfully,
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Flane Fridman







10 DOWNING STREET
LONDMON SWIA 2AA ]
From the Private Secrefary 25 Pebruary 19387

I enclose a copy of a letter the
Prime Minister has received [rom Mrs. Elena
Fridman.

I should be grateful for a suitable draft
reply to send to Mrs. Fridman, to reach
me by 11 March please.

(C.D. Powell)

Lyn Parker, E&Bg.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office




