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MIPTs NETHERLANDS PRIME MINISTER'S VISIT TO MOSCOW 20-22 NAYZPER

1. THE NETHERLANDS FOREIGN MINISTER, MR VAN DEM BROEK, RRIEFEN EC
AEADS OF MISSION ON 22 NOVEMBER ABOUT MR LUBBERS' D|SCMSSINNS WITH
GORBACHEV. THE FOLLOWING IS A SUMMARY OF THE MAIN POINTS WHICH

EMERGED.
ARMS CONTROL

2. GORBACHEV'S MAIN LINE HAD BEEN TO ATTACK THE UN(TED STATIZ Fop
- __'—/ ot
RETREAT ING FROM REYKJAVIK AND FOP MISREBRESENTING THAT MEETINA:
AND TO ACCUSE THE AMERICANS OF BEING INTSRESTED OMLY (N ATTAINING
MILITARY SUPERIORITY OVEP THE SOVIET UY(OH. THE WEST ZUROPEANZ .. .
. Ui |0 2R
HAD ALSO COME IN FOR THEIR FAIR SHARE F REPSOATHES_AND CQRRATHEV

W

HAD BEEN PARTICULARLY C iTIC AE-THE: UK, ff{”“" AND THE FRG FOR
OPPOSING THE ELIM l”&Tl?” OF NUCLEAR f’x”7u°_ LH"""”b HAD .SHARPLY
ATTACKED THE LINKAGE [MPOSED BY THE SOVIET UNION BETWEEM THE VAZ{0US
UT>AH_Q OF ARMS COCNTROL “F:OTIAT!O“.

RGUING THAT THE STRATEGIC SITUATION V\“ jHAﬂ;ED QQ”fE
APQECV—VT HAD BEEN TCWPO°A°|LY DECOUPLED FROM PROGRESS
REDUCTIONS, NOT LEAST BECAUSE THE UK AND FRENCH ODERNISATION OF
THEIR MUCLEAR FORCES WOULD RESULT (M THE CREATION OF 2,097 NEY
NJUCLEAR WARHEADS BY 1990, GORBACHEY CLAIMED THAT SOVIET CONCESS|ONS
CONSTITUTED *''THE STRING'' WHICH HELD THE PACKAGE TOGETHER: MO

PACKAGE, NO CONCESSIONS.

nAr AN MEEEMREN TU O DV
GORBACHEY HAD DEFENDED TH|S Y
AN INE

OM CTRATEA L
J - ) - 4
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3. ON THE SDI, VAN DE BROEK HAD THE CLEAR IMPPESSION THAT THE

RUSSIANS ARE ''SCARED TO DEATH BY |T''. SHEVARDNADZE, DURIYA VAN MEN
BROEK'S 4 1/2 SESSION WITH HIM ON 21 NOVEMBER, HAD °F°"A’ T
STRESSED THE OFFENSIVE CAPABILITY OF SDI TECHNOLGY. Pﬂnﬂ*"u.g,
WITH LUSBERS, HAD NQT MENTIONED THIS, CONCENTRATINS INSTEAD O

THE DESTABILIZING EFFECT OF THE SDI AND [TS ENORMOUS COST ijcH,
HE SAID, WOULD. BE DETRIMENTAL TO THE PEOPLE OF WESTERN EURPE

AS WELL AS TO THE AMERICANS. HE HAD BEEN DISMISSIVE OF THE 3%
OF A 10-YEAR COMMITMENT TO NON-IITHDRAWAL FROM THE ABMT: THE 13, “F

SAID, WOULD ALWAYS INVOKE ARTICLE XV (''SUPREME [NTERESTS'') JHEM IT
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SUITED YBACHEY SAID THAT THE US SHOULD NOT DELUDE THEMSELYES
THAT THE ON COULD PRODUCE NO ANSWER T9 THE SDI 02 THAT
SOVIET QtoOURCES n-%F INSUFF ICIENT FOR THISs EQUALLY, IT WAS AM
ILLUSION TO IMAGINE THAT THE SOVIET U”l?” COULD DE BROUGHT TO THE

S HAD ARGUED THAT, IN THAT CASE

POINT OF ECONOMIC EXHAUSTION, LUBBER
AND SINCE SO MANY SCIENTISTS B30TH SOVIET AND S DOURTED WHETHER
THE SDI WAS FEASIBLE IN ANY CASE, IT WAS DIFFICULT TO SEE WHAT THE
SOVIET LEADERSHIP WAS WORRIED ABOUT. DESPITE ITS ILLOGICALITIES
HOWEVER, THE SOVIET ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE SDI IS, I% VAN DEN I0NENTS
ESSHEN , DEEPLY FELT AND THE POSSIBILITY OF DELINK[NG THIS :
M THAT OF STRATEGIC REDUCTIONS 1S CONSEQUENTLY REMOTE, '
S —
DEN BROEK SAID THAT GORBACHEY HAD SHOWN A ''TOUCHING
PATION \-‘”T"i THE SECURITY COMCERNS_OF WESTERN EUROPEs
RS HAD TuLD HIM THAT WEST EUROPEANS WERE FULLY GAPAPLE OF TACING
LUBBERS HAD ARGUED FOR A SUSSTANTIVE OYTCOME FR0M
FR dtGOTIATI NS BEFORE THAT FORUM WAS REPLACED BY A. LARRED
s JF MBFR WITH ITS LIMITED PARTICIPATION AND CEORRAPH | CAL
GE HAD_FAILED TO PRODUCE RESULTS, IT WAS DIFFICULT TO SEE

WHY %;SULTQ COULD BE MORE EASILY AC HIEVED TN A WIDER FOBTM AND
OVER A _MUCH WIDER AOEA GORBACHEV TKD WADE THE STANDARD CRITICISMS
OF NATO FOR NOT RESPONDING TO THE BUDAPEST APPEAL OM CONVENTIONAL
ARMS REDUCT IONS AND HAD REAFFIRMED THE PROPOSAL FOR A MEETING OF
NATO. AND WARSAW PACT EXPERTS TO PREPARE FOR A ''STOCKHOLM PHASE 11'!
CONFERENCE ON CONVENTIONAL ASMS REDUCTIONS. VAM DEN BROEX SAID

THAT IT WAS QUITE CLEAR THAT THE SOVIET UNION HAD GIVEN UP OM M3FR,

F
A

5., ON CW, GORBACHEV AND SHEVARDNADZE HAD RECOGM|SED THAT PRNOGRESS
WwAS BEING MADE AND REGARDED EVENTUAL AGREEMENT ON A BAM AS PNSSIPLE,
THERE WERE NO SIGNIFICANT EXCHANGES ON A CTB.

US/SOVIET RELATIONS

6. GORBACHEV HAD SPOKEN BITTERLY ABOUT PRESIDENT REAGAN'S SPEECH
ON 18 NOVEMBER: HE CLEARLY FELT THAT THE SOVIET UNION WAS-NOT
BEING TAKEN SERIOUSLY BY THE PRESENT US ADMINISTRATION NO® TREATED
AS AN EQUAL. HE HAD DONE HIS BEST TO SOW DOUBTS ABOUT THE EXTENT
T0 WHICH REAGAN COULD STILL BE REGARDED AS A VALID INTERLOCUTOR,
LUBBERS HAD STRONGLY REAFF|RMED THE SINCERITY OF THE PRESIDENT'S
COMMITMENT TO ARMS CONTROL AND HIS CAPACITY TO DEL IVER ARMS
CONTROL AGREEMENTS THROUGH CONGRESS - GORBACHEV SHOULD SELZE -HIS
CHANCES WHILE HE COULD. SHEVARDMADZE, HOWEVER, HAD TOLD VAN DEM
BROEK: ''! DO NOT TRUST THE AMERICANS ANY MORE''. NEITHE® GNRBACHEV
NOR SHEVARDNADZE HAD MADE ANY REFEREMNCE TO A FUTURE SUMMIT,

-

Confidential '




7

Bl
Coniice

HUMAN RIGHTS

7. VAN DEN QQ) K COMMENTED THAT THE SOVIET APPROACH TO HUMAN

RIGHTS ISSUES WAS CLEARLY QUITE DIFFERENT NOW FROM WHAT |IT HAD
J;_d TWC YEARS AG 7, 2 TPt SOVIET LEADERSHIP WAS EVIDENTLY MOT
PJCPADCJ TO BE OC”“A JENTLY 1IN THE DOCK AND WAS Ktt“ TO LAUCH A
COUNT 'OFF:“°|Vt AS THt PROPQOSAL FOR A uer;QC”Pt N WU“‘“|T‘”IA“
IESU'“ N MOSCOW |“Dl”ﬁTf“ ON THIS, HE HA“ TA(;” TH' l!““
SHEVA p“JAD?: THAT THE ”DOP0°AL WOoULD W* ADC”ULLV °THN'CP AND HAD
PLUGGED THE NETHERLANDS PROPOSAL r““il cSeCE l“”LTWr”TAT|”M
”_:H\’f34.'03° ACHEV AND SHEVARDNADZE QA“ iA‘" ‘HPH OF TYE PPNCESS

)2

OF *'DEMOCRAT ISATION'* WHICH WAS UNDER WAY It THE SQVIET UNJON. AND
OF THE LEADERSHIP'S DETERMINATION TO BRING ABOUT A CHAVAE _IN

THE SOVIET MENTALITY. GORBACHEV HAD SPOKEN FRANKLY OF THE
DIFFICULTIES WHICH OSSTRUCTED THIS PROCESS AND ADMITTED THAT

WILL FOR CHANGE HAD YET TO PENETRATE THE SOVIET BUREAUCRACY,

8. THERE WAS VIRTUALLY. NO DISCUSSION OF REGIONAL [SSUES.
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