10 DOWNING STREET

- LOMDOMN SWI1A 244
From the Private Secretary 20 October 19B6
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CHANCELLOR KOHL'S VISIT TO WASHITNGTON:
SOUTH AFRICA

The Prime Minister has seen Bonn telegram
no. B6l and Washington telegram no. 2650
about ideas which Chanceller Kohl is reportedly
intending to put to President Reagan about
South Africa. It is not clear to her whether
the plan of action summarised in the Washington
telegram comes from the Chancellor or from
the German Foreign Ministry. Certainly
it bears no relation to the ideas which
Chancellor Kohl discussed with her. Ghe
has commented that she regards the plan
as entirely impracticable and taking no
account of the fact that South Africa is
a sovereign state.

{Charles Powell)
Colin Budd, Esg., =
Foreign and Commonwealth OEfice.
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PRIME MINISTER
SOUTH AFRICA

You will want to see the attached telegrams about Chancellor
Kohl's ideas on South Africa, which he proposes to discuss
with President Reagan. They Seem to me to run well ahead of
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Teltschik has promised to get in touch on his return from
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Washington to follow up the discussion which you and the R

Chancellor had in Bonn. e 3
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{(C. D. POWELL)
17 Octobar 1986
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Conrt), CONFIDENTIAL
FEF 1 JERT | AL

Fit BONK

T |MHMEDATE

TELNG 875

OF 1710251 OCTOBER A%

I&F0 PRICREITY MODUK, WASHINGTON, UKDEL HATG, PARIS, ROME, MOSCOW
CHANCELLO® KCHL'S YISIT TO THE UMITED STATES

SUMMARY
1., KOHL GOES TO WASHINGTON WITH ARM3 CONTRCL AMD EAST/WEST I1SSHES AT
THE TOP OF HIS AGENDA. SOUTH AFBICA AND THE ®IDDLE EAST WILL 2E On
Hi5 MIND TLO. lElanL HOT BE AFRATD TO DEFEND HIS CORMER ON ECONDMIEC
ISSUES. —

BETAIL

2. KOHL, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS FOREIGM ANL DEFENCE MIMISTERS GEMSCHER
AND WOERNER, WILL VWISIT THE UWITED STATES Fad 20 T0 24 OCTOBER.
MUCH OF HIS PROGRAMME 13 DUT OF WASHINGTON. WiITH THE BRESIDENT HE
Wik FOCUS LARGELY 0N ARHE CONTROL I13SUES.

3. THIE 15 ALMGST CZATAINLY KOML'S LAST VISIT BEFORE THE PUNTESTAG
ELECTIONS ON 25 JANUARY. THE ELECTORATE'S CURRENT MOOD HERE 15 OME
OF CEMERAL SUBPORT FOR HIS COALITION, AND PERHMAPS MORE THAM WITHERTD
FOR BKOHL PERSOMALLY A5 WELL. ELECTO®RAL CUOMSIDERATIONS WILL NEYER 2c
FAR FROM HI5 THOUSHTS FROM NOW ON. OK THE US RELATIONSHI®, THE wonp
IN THE FRG (SUBJECT TO PREDICTABLE DIFFERENCES ACPOSS THE POLITICAL
JPECTRUM) REFLECTS LESS ANTI=-AMERICARISM MODW THAN AT SOME TIMES M
THE FAET, AND KOHL MIMSELF HAS GIVEN AN EXEMPLARY LEAD 04 THIS
POInT. EXCEPT ON THE LEFT, THERE |5 MO WIDESFAREAD DIiSPOSITION 4EoF
TO BLARE FRESIDENT SEAGAY FOR THE OQUTCOOME F ﬂE?HJﬂﬂlf. THOISW &
FECL NG OF DISAPPCINTMENT 12 CVIDENT 1M THE PmESS,

POST=RC YK JAN IK

4. THE FEDERAL SOVERKMENT THEMSELVES HAVE TAKEM A% VHCFEASIEGLY
PUSITIVE STANCE DURING THIZ WEEK: THEY HALF BELISWE THWAT PROSPECTS
FOR A MAJOR ARMS COHTROL BREAKTHMSOUSH WERE ADVANMGCED AT REFHJAV ¥,
VobL Wikt BE EMCOURAGED IY THE PUBLIC AND PRIVATE STATEMENTS N0
COMING DUT OF WASHINGTCN ANDT MOSCOY, EXCEPT FO2 DOUBT ASDMT (IHF
LINKAGE. INF §5 THE AREA % WHICH THE FRG MDST WANTS AN EARLY
BREAKTHROUGH. WHILE THERE IS CONSIDERASLE MILITARY CONTERN I BONN
AT THE IMPLICATIONS OF ZERO LRINF M EURDPE. MO PNT WERE |5 NOW
CHALLENGIHG THAT GOAL PUBL ICLY. WOE INE R WiLL PROBABLY A5 WEINIESRER
HOW, GIVEN ZERO LRINE, AN ADENUATE HUNLEAR TAPLPILITY Ciy Be
MAIATAINED N EUROPE. BOTH ¥OHL AND HE WiLL KD BOURT PREST THE
CUESTION OF SHORT=RANMGE IKF, OF FAMILIAT LINEZ, INF 50 OAM{MATES
GERMAN THIMETNS THAT ROHL MAY NOT PUASUE AT TH|3 STAGE THME ‘~O9E
FUSTAFEWTAL NSALICATIONS OF ?EI?IH'I FAR=REACHING [DEAS ON ARAL ITION
e MUCLEAR YEdPINS, BUT WCERNES wiLL %€ LODE NS FOT CLARIFICATITS )
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il SLDRT.. | 30 RET SEL KOHL PRESSIHG REAGAM 30 S01 PESEARCH/ANEMT
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BE. SOHL WiLL ARGUE FGR ACCOMODAT (€N OF THE FRZNSH GCASE OVER A
CONYENT | SHAL ARMS CONTROL FORUM LINKED IN SOME WAY TG THME CSCE
PROCESS, THE GERMANS WEFE ANSERED BY THE £A9LY PRESIDENTIAL DECISION
AGAINST SUGH A LiNK. BUT THEY WILL PRESS THE FREWCH 70 MOWE 4% wELL.

—

AECIONAL ISSUES

G. KOHL 15 STILL PERSONALLY ATTRACTED BY THE 1SRAEL| COMCEPT OF A
MARSHALL PLAM FOR THE ™IDOLE EAST, DESPITE ATTEMPTS BY THE
JORDANIANS AKD HIS OwWN FOREIGE MINPMSTRY TO POUR COLD WATER 0OM IT. HE
MAY WELL RAISE THIS IN WASHINGTON, THE GERMANS ALSO PESCEIVE A& MEED
FOR SOME SQRT OF POLITICAL INITIATIVE CGVER 20UTH AFPICA, THOUGH
THEIR |DEAS ARE AT PRESENT ILL-THOUGHT OUT, AND DIFFER AS ZETWEEN

THE FEDERAL CHAMCELLERY AMD FOREIGN MINISTAY.

ECOWOMIC QUEST I|ONS

T« GEGPITE 5OME FEARS FOR EXPCRT PERFORMAMECE FOLLOWING THE
APPRECIATON OF THE BM, THE ECONOMIC MJOD MERE |S COMFIDENMT, HND
ROBUST IN REBISTING US PREESURE 0N INTEREST RATES, RECENT |MDICATORS
ARE GOOE, WITH INFLATION WOW NEGATIVE, PRGSPECTS FOR GRINTH HOLDINI
WP, AND DNEMPLOYMENT EVEN FALLIWG AT THE MARGIN. WITH THES
COMFORTAGLE PRE=ELECTIOH POSITION, £OHL WILL A1 TO RIDE=-OUT ANY 05
PRESSURE FOR AN EARLY CHANGE N GERMAN IMTERCST RATES.

BULLARD
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TO FRIOELTY FCO

TELNGQ 861

OF 1514107 OCTORBER B4
INFOD PRIDEITY wASHINGTON

CHANCELLOR KOHL'S WISIT TO WASHIMGTOM

1. TELTSCHIK TOLD ME TODAY THAT KOHL WOULD RAISE THE FOLLOWING
POINTS IN HIS TALKS IN WASHIMGTON NEXT WEEK:

) EAST/WEST RELATIONE POST REYKJAVIK. SEE ™Y TELNO 2%A,

E) SOUTH AFBICA. KOHL HAD TOLD LUEBERS THAT IT WOULD BE MO USE
THE DUTCH TRYING TO DRAG THE 12 ALONG THE PATH TAKEN BY THE US
CONGRESS. INSTEAD, THE GERMANS WERE WOMDERING AROUT THE
ROSSIZILITY OF SETTING-UP VERY CONFIDENT AL TRIPARTITE MACHIMERY
BASED DN LOWDOY, WASHINGTOR AND BOMN TO CONSIDER FUTURE STEPS, IF
THERE WERE THREE PECPLE IN THE WORLD wMO SA2 INFLUENCE WITH THE
SOUTH AFRICAN PRESIDEMT THEY WEIE THE PRIME MINISTER, REAGAM ANMD
KOML. TELTSCHIN THOUSHT IT JUST POSSIBLE THAT IF THESE THRES
COULD WORK OUT SOME |DEAS FOR A WAY FORNAZD AND PUT THEM TO
PRESIDENT BOTAA (CUTTING QUT PN SOTHA), THEY ®|GHT PE ACCEPTED.
A5 TO THE COMTENT, TELTSCHIK SAID THAT KOHL HAD NOTED THE IDEAS
YU HAD AIRED IN JASHIWGTON ABOUT MUTUAL ASSURANCES 3£IHEE!_TE§_
ana AND THE AFRICAN POLITICAL LEADERS, WHICH HE THOUGHT ROTH
INTERESTING AMD REALISTIC. KOWL ALSO STILL HAD IN MIND WIS OWN
EARLIER IDEA OF SOMEHOW MOVING THE DISCUSSIOKS BETWEEN BOTHA ANTD
THE BLACK LEADERS OUTSIDE SOUTH AFRICA. OBVIOUSLY ANY TRIPARTITE
PLANNING WOULD WEED TO BE KEPT YERY COWFIDENTIAL INDEED, AMD

TELTSCHIK MADE )T PLAIN THAT KOHL WOULD WANT TO SHUT GENSCHER
ouT.

C) THE MIDDLE EAST. TELTSCHIK RECALLED THE ISRAEL! IDEAS FOR A
"UMARSHALL PLAN"" INYOLVIMG I1SRAEL AND ONE DR MORE OF HER

KE |GHBOURS. KOHL HAD TOLD WE|ZMAMN (MY TEL¥O 729) THAT THEPE MUST
FIRST BE A SOLUTION ON TABA AND AN 1SRAELI=EGYPT SUMM|T. THESE
CONDITIONS HAD KOw BEEN MET, KOHL WAS INTERESTED IN THE HARSHALL
FLAN IDEA, PROVIDED THAT A) THE |NTIATIVE CAME FROM THE RECION:

SECRET




SECRET

B} THE PLAN WOULD ACCOMPANY AND MOT REFLACE SOMZ KIND OF PEACE
PROGAESS: ANWD C) THE MOHEY wWOULD BE CONTRIBUTED FOR CONCRETE
PROJECTS, NOT SIMPLY FOR A SENERAL FUND. NOHL PROPOSELC TO AWAIT
FURTHER WORD FROM |SRAEL, AND HE UNDERSTOOD WERY WELL THAT THE
CHANGE OF PRIME MIMISTER THERE MIGHT HAVE ALTERED MATTERS.
TELTSCHIK GAVE MO IRD|CATION THAT EOHL'S INTEREST HAD BEEN
DAMPENED BY THE MEGATIVE REACTION OF RIFAI (HASEELL'S TELELETTER

OF 1 DCTOBER).
2« APART FRO® THIS, TELTSCHIN SAID, MUCH OF EOHL*S TIME WOULD BE
SPENT IN CONTACTS AND PUBLIC APPEARANCES OUTSI1DE TME WASHINGTON
BURERUCRACY, FOR EXAMPLE IN CHICAGO,

BULLARD
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