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PRIME MINISTER 

"Peace" letters from Soviet citizens 

You will recall that you agreed to sign 30 repli es to 

letters which named Soviet citizens had written to you . 

These will be distributed by the Embassy in Moscow 'using 

"" the normal envelopes employed in the Soviet Union. Your 

replies are attached. I suggest that you simply put 

"Margaret Thatcher" at the bottom of each. This will avoid 

the need to write all the Russian names . 

So that you know what you are saying I attach at 

Flag A the English version. 

Secondly, you agreed that the Feo shoul d summon a 

Soviet Embassy official and hand over a further reply to 

the very large number of other letters (mostly unsigned) 

which we received. , That reply, which is identical with the 

others, is at Flag B. -- A· ;/. c.. . 

17 February 1984 



DRAFT REPLY FROM THE PRIME MINISTER 

You and many of your Soviet fellow citizens have 

written to me about your wish for peace . We in Britain 

share completely your horror of war. That is why our 

first priority i s to avoid the poss ib ility of it ever 

happening. 

I want to make one tbing absolutely clear : NATO does 

not threaten you. 

defensive alliance . 

I t threatens no-one. It is a purely 

Together with t h e other Heads of 

State and Governments of the NATO countries I declared 

in June 1982 that 'Our purpose i s to prevent war, and 

while safeguarding democracy, to build the foundations 

of lasting peace. None of our weapons will ever be 

used except in response to attack . I repeat:none of 

our weapons - nuclear or conventional - will ever be 

used except in response to attack. 

The circular which you sent me asked us to stop 

the deployment of long-range intermediate missiles in 

Europe. Let me ask you to put yourself i n our place. 

A year ago we were faced with over a thousand warheads 

on Soviet medium range missiles. How many did we have 

in Western Europe? None. Th at was a profound ly 

disturbing situation, and it explains why our deployments 

have begun. But I repeat that none of t hese missiles 

will ever be used if NATO is not attacked. Not only 

tbis; we have offered that all such weapons on both 

sides should be eliminated by agreement . Agreement 

cannot be reached without negotiations; a nd for the 

/moment 
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moment the Soviet side has walked away from the talks 

with the Americans. We want negotiations on nuclear 

disarmament to be resumed as soon as possible, and 

without preconditions. We are willing to put all our 

efforts into achieving the sort of reductions that will 

reduce East/West tensions and give both sides the security 

which t hey want, and to which t hey have a right. 

So, I vote for peace too: let us build on this 

common wish for a safe and prosperous future . 

" 
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Rk k, .1"(" 

Y"'0,c... ( I a"\ Cj I ":::-

MR TAYLOR 

Mr. Coles has given the "all clear" 

fo r the sacks of letters from Russia, at 

present in the baseme nt, to be dest-royed. 

I s hould be grateful if you would 
put this in hand. 

/~'d.J)~ 
9 Ma r ch 1984 



I'm. to d~t.4't (t,,~ 

c.o~ ~ Qv!~'I~ ~ 



10 DOWNING STREET 

From the Private Secretary 21 February 1 984 

"Peace" l etters from Soviet citizens 

Thank you for your letter of 30 J a nuar y . 

I now e nclose some thirty l e tte rs signe d b y the Prime Mini ster 
a nd addressed to named Soviet recipients and s hould be gratef ul if 
you would arrange for these to be de livere d through HM Embassy in 
Moscow . 

I a l s o e nclose a l etter which the Prime Minister h as signe d 
(but which i s not addressed to a ny s pecific person) a nd s hould b e 
grateful if, as previously agreed, you would arrange for it to be 
h anded ove r to a senior me mb e r of t h e Sov i et Embassy. 

We have conside r e d here whether it is pract i cabl e to sort 
through the various sacks of letters which we r e r eceive d i n order 
to distinguish between those wh ere no senders' addresses were given 
and those where addresses were provi de d. But we do ubt whether this 
i s worth the consi de rabl e effort whi c h would b e necessary. 
I therefore hope that you could agree to give the Soviet Emb assy 
a n oral explanation to t he background of the Prime Minister ' s letter. 

R.B. Bone , Esq. , 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
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