
HOUSE OF COMMONS 
LONDON SWIA OM 

17th January 1984. 

I am VIsItIng the SovIet UnIon next week, and I wrIte 
to let you know that I propose to sound out the RussIans 

' on the possIbIlIty of startIng UP a European contrIbutIon 
to the East / West dIalogue at ParlIamentary level. 

They may well turn down the Idea, but I hope yOU wIll 
agree that an exchange of vIews on detente, arms control 
and dIsarmament between. say, ,thIrty parlIamentarIans from 
each sIde mIght be InterestIng and helpful at thIs tIme. The 
Western sIde mIght be drawn from the seven W.E.U. countrIes, 
and the Easterners from the sIx satellItes, together wIth 
the European regIon of the SovIet UnIon. 

'The All-Party CouncIl for Arms Control, of whIch Peter 
Blaker, Brynmor , John and DenzIl DavIes are members, have 
let me know that they would be wIllIng to take on the admInIstratIon. 

ObvIously If the proposal Is to bear fruIt It must have 
the goodWIll of all the BrItIsh PartIes, and not be partIcularly 
assoclated 'wlth anyone of them. 

UntIl we know the RussIans' reactIon there Is not much 
to be done, but I thought I shauld let you know what Is In 
my mInd. I am wrItIng In sImIlar terms to Nell Klnnock. 

The Rt. Hon Edward du Cann , M.P., 
House of Commons. 


