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. PRIME MINISTER

I find the attached submission depressing. We seem to me to

—

be making very heavy weather of what was a trivial case, and

publication of the Security Commission Report on Miss Ritchie

will provide a feast for the salacious appetites of newspaper

readers. —_— = e
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I have wondered whether we could avoid publishing the Report at
all. But you announced the refe;gzzg to the Security Commission
and cleared it with the Leader of the Opposition, and I think that
you could not forbear from showing it to him. I should expect
that the Leader of the Opposition would press for publication

and, if this is right, perhaps it is best to volunteer it.

Do you agree?

Are you content that the Security Commission Report should be
published as a White Paper on Thursday 28 July?
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Do you agree that the written answer (to which I have suggested
one or two amendments) should be given in your name on the

same day as publication?
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I attach a submission to the Prime Minister about the Security

Commission's report on Miss Rhona Ritchie.

AP There are two points which I would like to make to the Prime
——

Minister but not to repeat in the copies of the submission that go

to her colleagues.

3 First, I think that the Security Commission have let both
Miss Ritchie herself and the Foreign and Commonwealth Office off

prett§ lightly.
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4. You will see from the report that she led an active and varied

—

sex life, and was pretty open about it. You will-also see that she

took advice from the British Embassy in Israel as to whether she

could allow a relationship to develop between herself and an Israeli

official. Embassy officials advised against it. She'nonetheless
i i St
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went ahead and had a brief affair with the Israeli official. She

did not seek advice before letting her connection with the Egyptian

— ——

diplomat develop into a sexual relationship. It is very difficult
to believe that she did not know what she was doing, though I
suppose that she may have thought that she could get from him as

much as she was giving to him.

S5 As to the British Embassy, I can see that they were in a
dilemma. Miss Ritchie's relationships were her business, and those
who knew about them thought that she could manage them discreetly.
But Miss Ritchie's propensity to have love affairs should have been

known to them from her PV report as well as from what was known to

some members of the staff. In a relatively small community,
particularly in one so close and vulnerable as an Embassy overseas,
it is perhaps surprising that the people at the top of the Embassy
did not know, or (if they did have some knowledge) did not explicitly
warn Miss Ritchie to be careful about the relationships which she

formed and not to allow them to be exploited in the way they were.

G- But the Security Commission have reached a view, and we have to
take it as it is. As far as Miss Ritchie is concerned, I am inclined

to accept the view that she has been sufficiently punished. So far

as the Foreign and Commonwealth Office is concerned, I have made
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