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UK DEL VIENNA, UKMIS NEw YORK AND ALL EASTERN EUROPEAN 

POSTS. 

THE 65TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION. 

1. TH I S WAS CELEBRATED I N THE TRADI~AL MANNER, THE CENTR E-

PIECE BE I NG THE MIL ITA RY AND CI VILIAN PARADE THROUGH 

RED SQUARE ON ~ER. BHEZHNEV, FLANKED By MOST OF THE 

MOSCOW - BASED POLIT BUHO AND SENIOR MI LITARY OFF I CE~S, WAS PRE SENT 

TH".2J!lj.HOU T THE NINETY MI NUTE MARCH - PAST . HE GAVE A SHORT SPEECH 

AT THE KREMLIN RECEPTI ON WH ICH FOLLOWED TO WH I CH AMBASSADORS 

wERE I NV I TED WITH LEAD I NG FIGURES OF THE SOV l ET ESTA BL I SH-

MENT . ALTHOUGH IN QU ITE GOOD VOICE, HE LOOKED FRA IL AND BY THE - -TIME IT wAS MY TURN TO BE IIITRODUCED, HE DID.NOT APPEAR TOO AWARE 

OF WHAT WAS GOING ON AROUND HIM. NO-ONE WAS E.ICOURAGED TO ENGAGE 

HIM IN CONVERSATION. 

/ 

2. KIRILENKO, ONCE GENERALLY REGARDED AS BREZHI'IEV ' S SUCCE SSOR, 

wAS ABSENT FROM THE PARADE AND HI S PORTRAIT DID NOT APPt AR 

ON THE PLACARDS . I THINK THAT wE CAN TAKE THIS AS CONCLUSIVE 

EV IDENCE THAT, FOR WHATEvER REASON , HE HAS BEE/! D~D FROI~ 

THE LEADERSH I P. ANOTHER POL ITBURO MEMBER, THE B)-YEAR OLD 

~E, WHO IS USUALLY PRESENT ON THESE OCCASIOI/S, wAS ALSO ABSENT. 

BUT HE FEATURED ON THE PLACARDS. COMPARED WITH LAST YEAR, 

CHERNENKO AND ANDROPOV 'BOTH "OVED UP FOUR PLACES I N THE LII<E-uP 

ON THE LENIN MAUSOLEUM wiTH ONLY TIKHONOv' (CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNC IL 

OF MIN I STERS) BETWEEN THEM AND BREZHNEV . 

3 . THREE '~ AJ OR SPEEC HES " ERE MAUE DUR ItIC THE CEL EBR ATI ONS , il Y 

GRI SHI N POLITBU ~O MEMBER AIID rlE AD OF THE 'IOSCOW PARTY ORGAN 

ISAT I ON AT THE CELE BR ATOR Y CEREMONY I " THE KREHL I N ON 5 NOVEMDER : BY 

USTINOV POLITBURO MEMBER AlID '''''O STER OF DEFE UCE FROM THE ROSTRUM 

AT THE 7 "ovEMBE R PARADE : AND THAT By BRE ZHNEV AT THE SUBSEQUEN T 
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R<:CEPT I ON . THE CO,lMON FE~TURE OF THE pASSAGES ON IlliNN AT 10NAL 

RE LAT I ONS .AS THE APPEARANCE I H MORE OEV 10US COUNTENPO I NT THA I: 

III THEPAST , OF A '"1'110 TRA~K "~TO RELAT I O~IS WITH THE 

WEST. THIS STRESSED INALMOST THE SA~E BREATH A COMMITMENT TO 

PEACE AND DETENTE AND A DETENM I NAT I ON TO MA I NTA I N THE MIL ITARY 

PREPAREDNESS OF THE SOVIET ARMED FORCES, ,WITH, IN THE CASE 

OF GR ISHIN AND USTI NOV , FULSOME REFERENCES TO BREZHNEV'S SPEECH 

TO SENIOR ARMY OfFICERS ON 27 OCTOBER ( MY TELNO 643 ) WHICH 

WAS ALSO FEATURE DIN ALL THE PRESS AND TELEV I S ION COMMENTAR I ES. 

BREZHNEV , WITHOUT NAMING THE UNITED STATES. SAID THAT" INEV-

ITABLY A SHATTERING RETALIATORY BLOW'- " AWAITED A POTENTIAL 

AGGNESSOR AND THAT SOV lET MI GHT AllD V IGILANCE WOULD COOL 

THE OVER - HOT HEADS OF CERTAIN I MPER IALIST POLITICIANS ". BUT 

HE QU ICKLY FOLLOWED THIS BY A STATEMENT, EXPRESSELY ADDRESSED TO 

THE FOREIGN REPRESENTATIVES, OF SOVIET PEACEFUL INTENTIONS. 

GRISHIN AND USTI NOV REFERRED TO SOV IET EFFORTS TO REACH UNDER

STMlO lNG AT THE ' ARMS-CONTROL TALKS IN GENEVA, THE FORMER ADDING 

THAT, IF THE ATTEMPT"WAS MADE TO ACHIEVE MILITARY SUPERIORITY BY 

THE DEPLOYMENT IN EUROPE OF "HUNDREDS OF NEW AMER ICAN NUCLEAR 

ROCKETS "OR By ANY OTHER MEANS. THE SOVIET UNION WOULD TAKE 

THE NECESSARY MEASURES IN RESPONSE. GR ISH IN AND UST INOV BOTH 

PUT THE MAHI BLAME ON THE UNITED STATES FOR THE" COMPLICATIONS 

I N THE I NTERIIAT 10NAL S I TUAT ION WH I CH WAS DEP ICTED I N MORE ALARM I ST 

TERMS THAN LAST NOVEMBER • 

4. HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN'S MESSAGE OF CONGRATULATIONS WAS REPRO-

DUCED IN PRAVDA ON 8 NOVEMBER, TOGETHER WITH THOSE FROM THE 

PRES I DENTS OF THE UN I TED STATES, FRANCE AND THE FRG. THE I NO I AN, 

ETHIOPIAN AND CHINESE MESSAGES WERE PRINTED THE PREVIOUS DAY AND 

MORE PROM I NENTLY THAN LAST YEAR , I N COMPANY WITH THOSE FROM THE 

EAST EUROPEANS. THE CHINESE f;ESSAGE WAS IN SIMILAR TERMS TO 

LAST YEAR BUT MY CH I NESE COLLEAGUE ATTENDED THE PARADE ArlO GR I SH I N 

MADE A PROM I NENT REFERENCE IN HIS SPEECH TO THE IMPORTANCE OF 

110RMAL I SING S I NOISOV I ET RELAT ION S "'II ITHOUT ANY DArt,AGE 

TO OTHER GOUNTRI£S" - PRESUKA BLY A REFERENCE TO VIET-NAH. 

I I,AS ALSO STRUCK BY THE FUSS MADE BY THE RUSSIANS OF THE CHINESE 

A,',D ASSADOR AT THE KR£MLIN RECEPITON . 
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CONf-!DENTIAL /:'-. t:.II/SHIN S 

" 



CO, JFlDENTIAL 
5. GRISH I N' S SPr;:t:CH CONf;\IN~D THE FCLlO\'Ilf:G PIlSZAGc. ON POL A1lD , 

NOTABLE FOR THE Ol< I SSIO. OF AflY REFERENCE TO THE GO'£ilN,I£IH I N 

',1/ ARSAW • II THE POL I SH PEOPLE HAVE RE.AL i= RIENOS AhD ALLI ES . 

THEy F IIH'*L Y SEl l E. \IE THAT POL I 5H CmlMUN t STS AND ALL THE SUPPOR r E~ S 

OF' SOCIAL' S ~; I N POL AND WILL ovEnCOME COUNTERftEVOLUTI ON , DEFEND 

PEOPLE ' S PowE.R AND ITS ACH I EVE MENTS, MIO EN~URE THt: STA BLE AND 

GRADUA L DEVEL OP~·I t. N T OF TnE COUNHn ALOr,G THE PATH Or soc IAL I Sf 

COtlSTRuCT ION 

6 . THE i·1tLITAkY CC,·I POtlE ln I N T H I~ '(EA~'S PARADE ~IAS NO GRt:AtER 

iHA ft I f~ R EC~ NT YEA~S . TH E ON LY £CUIPi~ENT HhlCH 1>iY SERVICE 

oHT..\C HES ~I) Tt:D 011 DI SPL AY ~OR TH E F I FST Tl r~E ','lA.S A STAImARD MP10URED 

Pc~SON t~EL -CA ~H I ER ';1 1 TH A ~lE\~ TUIH~ t.T AND CMWO~I AND A NEi-/ER VERS I ON 

0;: THt. SAo AIR - UEFE NCE 1~ I SS I LE !; Y STE~I . 

7 . 03SER'IERS OF TH E PARADE CAt~~ Al,o[AY \'1 ITH AN ltoiPRESS I ON or: .\ 

HATHE fi PERFUNCTCRY QCCAS ION , I1E I NFO~CED llY THE RuSH OF MAN Y 

SO' I ET SPECTATORS TO GET OUT OF RED SQUARE AS SOON AS THE SHORTER 

MORE DRAMAT I C MILI TAHY PAR T WAS OVER . 

8 . FCO PLEASE PASS TO SAY It.G ADDRESSEES . 

SUTHERLAND 

~t!.O/WHITEHR/"J... 
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