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Al BEFORE SETTING OFF, AS YOU KWOW | MUST, FCR THE BEZINARTNT S
A WEEK?S VISIT 7O THE ARGENTINZ NORTH EAST (TO WHICH | HAVE BEEN
LONG COMMITTED) | SHOULL GIVE YOU MY BEST_ASSESSMENT OF THE

FOL ITICAL FROSPECTS HZRE IN THEIR PRESENT VERY CONFUSED CONDITICN.

2 |T 1S CLEAR THAT THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN TRYING TS OUST PRESIDINT
VIGLA AND/OR VARIOUS ELEMENTS OF HIS MINISTERIAL TEAM OVER THE
LAST SIX MONTHS OR MORE HAVE JUMPED AT THEz 0PPORTUNITY OFFERED
THE EVIDENCE OF HIS GEINERALLY o00R HEALTH EVINCED BY MID|CAL
SYAMINATION FOLLOWING HIS RECENT HEART TROUBLE. 1T IS ALSO CLEZAR
T4AT NO-ONE WANTS A VIOLENT OR UNCIVILIZED CHANGE-OVER CF A KIND
W4 1CH COULD SHAKE THE STILL QTARKABLY STABLZ ESTABLISHED CRDER.
D2 NOT BE MISL=ZD SEMI COLON THE PZST MAY HAVz L05T (YST ACAIN)
SOME B#% CF I1TS REAL VALUE WITHIN THE LAST NINZ OR T=!l HONTHS,
INFLATION MAY AGAIN BE APPRCACHING A% ANNUAL 1527 AND & LBCT OF
BUS |[KESS MAY BE PARALYSED OR ON THE VERGE OF BANKRUPTIY.

EUT THERE 1S5 NOTHING DOOM-LADEN ABOUT THE GREAT MAJTRITY oF
ARCENTIMES’ APFRCACH TC THE TRADITIONAL HOLIDAY F2RI2D. TH-Y 53
THCRCUGHLY ACCUSTOMZD TO AND CAFABLE OF LIVING COMPARATIVEILY
COMECRTABLY THROUGH THE CATACLYSMS 3C FREQUENTLY PREDICTED B
THE GUARDIAN.




s ¢ DBVIOUS MAN 10 TAKE (ViR; [E VO A GOES) RS | T= US
r 2 ZOUGING A CLEAN =SNGV TABLES TRANSH T4 ON=— NOT =50 tHYEH ~FOR ~L-ACK
ABILITY, CHARISMA, ETC AS UNDISFUTED CLOUT WITHIN THE ARMZD
PSS C-5 OR EVEN THE ARMY. THE OPPORTUNITY -COMZS AT AN
AJKARD MOM%NT, MHENNHERASTULST ARSUISHIONZESIEUCH SBYSRER ST | .
HIS SURPCRTSRS FOR A STRUGGLE FO? pDnyER WHICH 4AS EXPECTED T7 TAKZ
BLACE AT YEAR HENCE = JAND, CF:COURSE, TO BAULK BY RETIRZMENT
THNRS WHO DJE THZIR PAST AND POSSIBLE FUTURE TO VICLA.

4, THERE IS A CHANCE (THOUEGH | THINK LESS THAN A
THAT STALEMATE CCOULD PRCDUCE AN I"ACTION #HICH ALLOW

SO, HE WOULD ALMOST CERTAINLY HAVE TC THROJ SOMZ CF HIS L ISTERIAL
TEAM, STARTING WITH SICAUT, TO THE WOLVES. IN THE CURREKRT CCNFUSED
CLAMOUR OF MUTUALLY-CONTRADICTINEG EXPZRTS IN BEHIND-THEI-SC=!
IlNFORMATION, THERE ARElsEVERAL RESPECTED VOICES SAYING THAT

VIOLA’S CHANCES HAVEZ IMPROVED OVER THE LAST THRZ=Z DAYS. 3UT |

SIUBT B THEY 'ARE RICGHT. GALTIERI?S"STOCK HAS NOWISH PUBLIC Y ===
LINKED TO HIS TAKING CVER THE PRESIDENCY, FPRCBABLY BSEZSR:Z
CHRISTMAS, THAT HES WOULD BE PERILOUSLY DEVALUED WiE TR 92

HAPFEN.

G- WHAT | FIND MORZ CONVINCINE IS THE CONTENTION THAT, IF

GALTIER! (EITHER DIRECTLY OR THROUGH A STRAY MAN) EFFECTIVELY
REPLACES VICLA AS THZ GOVERNMENT MAKER AND DIRECTOR HE WILL NOT

NG BE ABLE TC MAKE SO CLEAN A SWEEP OF VIOLA’S TEAM AS AT FIRST
EXPECTED. 1T S DIFFICULT TO IMAGINE SIGAUT SURVIVING BUT,

#HILE MY CONVERSATIONS RECENTLY /ITH ROBERTO ALEMAN SUGGESTZD THAT
HE wOULD NOT REFUSE THE MANTLE, THERE REMA|NS SOME DOUBT HOA
TALENTED AN ALTERNATIVZ EGCONOMIC TEAM COULD NOW BE PATCHEC TOGETH=R.
THERE IS ALSO, | THINK,MORE CHANCE THAT CAMILION MIGHT SURVIVE, e
ONLY NOT\TO CHANGE HORSES WHEN IN THZ M|DDLE OF THE BEAGLE CHANNEL.
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6. THERE 1S MORE RCOM FCR IDLE SPECULATICH THAR SOLID EVIDENCE
TO BUILD CONVINCING PREDICTIONS ON. WHAT | WOULD STRESS IS THAT |
DOUBT WHETHER, FROM OUR POINT OF VIEW, ANY CHANGE IS GOIRE TC MAKE
A VAST DIFFERENCE. WE MAY WELL STAY WITH QUITE A LOT OF THE PEOPLE
W= "ARE NOW DEALING WITH (ROS, ESPOSTIO, BRONSTEIN, URIICARRIET)
EVEN IF THE PRINCIFPALS CHANGE. THERE IS, IN MY VIE, 4 GRI4ING
POSSIELILITY ‘OF THE CHANGE IN FRINCIPALS BEING MINIMAL RAT4Z2 Tnd.

MAX IIMAL SEMI COLON ANDUEVEN' A (CHARCE CF . RPRESH DENT W IEINS =R RIS
CURRENT INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWCRK RATHZER THAN A SH2CK OR URS=T.






